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CALENDAR JUNE 2019

JUN 01
JUN 05
JUN 06
JUN 14
JUN 14
JUN 14
JUN 16
JUN 18

JUN 20
JUN 23

VET APPRECIATION DAY TRACK ROCK AND VOGEL PARK
CHAT AND CHEW 0800-1200 at THE VA CLINIC
D-DAY ANNIVERSARY
1030 HRS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
US ARMY BIRTHDAY – 243 YEARS
US FLAG DAY AND NATIONAL FLAG WEEK
FATHER’S DAY
1730 FELLOWSHIP at VETERAN’S BUILDING
1830 MONTHLY AL MEETING at VETERAN’S BUILDING
1830 MONTHLY AUXILLARY MEETING at VETERAN’S BLDG
BUY LOCAL EXTRAVAGANZA at NORTH GA TECHNICAL COLLEGE
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY BIRTHDAY

EDITORS NOTE: If you have calendar dates, event details, matters of interest to Members or
Veterans in the community please pass them on to the Executive Committee c/o the newsletter.
Thanks, Dan Navin, Editor, Jr. Vice Cmdr. - EMAIL: ALPost121@gmail.com

COMMANDER’S CALL
We have had a very busy month with the Golf Tournament, Ramp Festival and Lake Dinner Cruise. I am so
proud of the Legion Family for all of your hard work to make these events a success. At the regular meeting on
May 21 elections were held. The current Officers agreed to serve another year. The floor was opened for
nomination and none were received. Motion and second from the floor to close the nomination were received
and voted on with all yeas. Since no nominations were received the Officers were reelected by affirmation and
will be sworn in at the June meeting. As Commander, I reappointed all Committee Chairs and the Adjunct to
another year. Thanks to all of you for your trust in us. We have some awesome members who are working hard
to serve this community. I want to thank Lt Ray Williams (USNR Retired) for an awesome talk at the Memorial
Day service at the Veteran’s Park. Our People mover was give 3rd place in the VSO (Veteran Service
Organization) category. Way to go folks. If you are or know of a WWII Veteran, let us know. We will pay their

annual dues. We currently have several WWII Veteran’s that their dues are taken care of. See you at our next
meeting on June 18th. Mike Ayers, Cmdr.

SR. VICE COMMANDER’S NOTE
Mother Nature was reasonably kind to the patriotic golfers playing at Old Union Golf Course this past Saturday
May 4th. The IRA American Legion Post 121, IRA Weaver hosted the second annual golf scholarship benefit
tournament.
Many thanks go to the numerous sponsors and especially to the Blairsville Chic-Fil-A for donating a lunch to all
golfers. The sponsors had an individual business sign posted at one of the 18 holes. The event helps support
the American Legion scholarships for deserving area seniors. The Applicants must have a military veteran in
the family and submit an essay about the U.S. Constitution.
The rain held off till the last couple of holes but most competitors were able to complete the course. Prizes
were given for first and second best team scores, longest drive and closest to the pin. Team Hughes was our
first place winner with $300.00 and Team Daniel took home $200.00 for the second place effort. A $5000
grand prize was obtainable for a 167 yard “hole-in-one” at number 16 for that extra skilled or lucky participant.
No winner this year but better luck next time.
“Union County and surrounding communities are so gracious to help our youth scholarship programs and we
are truly indebted to them for making these types of events successful. We know that many good groups are
competing for your dollars. Thanks again for your commitment and contributions”, says Mike Ayers, Post
Commander.
The local Post 121 is pleased to be part of the American Legion which was chartered and incorporated by
Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is the largest wartime
veteran’s service organization, committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in our
communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national security, and continued devotion to
our fellow service members and veterans.

Longest Drive Presentation

First Place Presentation

Second Place Presentation

Chick-fil-A provided a wonderful meal

Local Blairsville members - please make an effort to attend at least one meeting each 6 months. Carrying
on the business and events for a post this large requires membership participation. Please consider volunteering
to help a few hours for at least one event. If we are going to continue to grow and be a positive influence in the
community we need your help.
Dan Wickersham, Sr. Vice Cmdr.

ADJUTANT’S OFFICE
Fellow Legionnaires: We need some more people to step up and get involved. Our post has grown and
continues to grow. The more people that join the more work there is to do. If you can spare a few hours per
week to help out, please contact any of the officers or email the Post at ALPost121@gmail.com.
We have a few members who have still not paid their dues for 2019. We are quickly approaching the time
when unpaid dues will lead to suspension of membership and a month later to cancelation. If you have not paid,
please do so.
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
NEW Membership Incentive Program
December 1, 2018 through May 8, 2019 National Commander Reistad’s new membership incentive program
offers rewards for both departments and posts. Departments will receive $2,500 if they achieve 100% of their
2019 membership goal by the Armed Forces Day target date on May 8, and an additional $5,000 will be
awarded to each department that hits 105% of their goal by the Delegate Strength target date. Posts will receive
$5.00 for each 2014, 2015, 2016 expired member who renews at their post for membership year 2019
There are a number of awards that individual legionnaires and our post can win for recruiting people, both new
members and people transferring from other posts. Please carry one or two copies of our application, and if you
give one to someone, put your name on the bottom where it says, “Recruited by:” I want to start keeping track
of our recruiters to apply for these awards.
Once again, we need DD214, a Record of Enlistment and Service, or an Honorable Discharge from as many of
our members as possible. This is to support our “not for profit” status in case of an IRS audit. If you have not
sent a copy of yours to me, please do so at the Post’s address; P. O. Box 247, Blairsville, GA 30514. If you
don’t have a copy of your DD214, get in touch with me and I will help you get a new one from the Archives.
WWII Vets: The post will pay the dues for all World War II veteran members. If you are a WWII era member,
or know of someone who is a WWII era veteran, please send me an email at tpd127.jack@gmail.com.
If you have paid your dues and have your ID card, and you are still receiving reminders from Legion
Headquarters, please let me know. Send your name and ID number to the email address above so that I can
check to see if there is any problem with your membership.
If you ask someone to mail something to you via the Ira Weaver Post Office Box, ask them to address it to the
Post, with “Attn: [your name]” on the envelope. The Post Office wants the name of everyone who receives
mail in our PO Box. This has not been a problem in the past and may not be in the future, but just in case. Let
me know if you are expecting something, and I will make sure it gets to the right party.
Jack Waters, Adjutant

CHAPLIN’S CORNER
Your chaplain is very pleased to announce that William (Montana) and Joy Mormur have volunteered to assist
me in expanding the availability and services of the Post 121 Chaplain's duties. They have already made
hospital and home-bound visits and their enthusiasm is exciting and appreciated. We are now a "team" and our
desire is to serve the members of Post 121. We would like to hear from you with any suggestion(s) you may

have on what we can do to expand and/or improve our service to the membership. Once again, please welcome
Montana and Joy as their desire is to serve you and allow the Chaplain's office to meet the varied needs (prayer,
visits, counseling, etc.) of our veterans.
Prayer for you or a family member is always a priority for me and your request will always be at the top of my
list. In addition to the nursing home visits I currently do monthly I would like to add any home-bound veterans
or hospital patients that are members of Post 121. If you know of anyone who fits into either of those groups
please notify me. If you feel there is a special need or function not currently being provided by your chaplain,
please speak to me or e-mail/text.
Philip (Phil) Gatlin, Post Chaplin - 678-232-1771 - nasa428@windstream.net

AUXILIARY NEWS
Newly elected officers:

President:
First Vice:
2nd Vice:
Historian:
Chaplain:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Patti Cousins
Eulalie Jones
Doris Burdo
Joan O'Malley
Joy Mormur
Darlene Thompson
Laraine Ayers

The Ladies of Ira Weaver Post 121 Auxiliary sponsor a number of events throughout the year
and they always appreciate help from the Post membership. We need to assist them whenever
we can.
NORTH GEORGIA HONOR GUARD – NGHG
The North Georgia Honor Guard is an autonomous, Not-For-Profit, all Volunteer organization separate from all
Veteran Service Organizations (VSO’s) and comprised of volunteer members from the various VSO’s including
the American Legion Ira Weaver Post 121. The Blairsville, Union County area is part of the East Division
Commanded by Wayne Roshaven, assisted by Sr. Vice Cmdr. Walter Scott and Jr. Vice Cmdrs. Jack McCorkle
and Ken Sampson. The NGHG provides Military Honors at Veteran funerals and other services to assist at
local Veteran related ceremonies. Neither the NGHG nor the members are compensated for these services.
Cmdr. Roshaven welcomes all Veterans interested in becoming a member of the North Georgia Honor Guard to
contact him for further information at 706-400-9095 or wroshaven@yahoo.com.
North Georgia Honor Guard East Division participated in numerous Veteran Funerals/Memorial
Services/Veteran Events in 2019 including recent Memorial Day Ceremonies.

BULLETIN BOARD
NEW PROCEDURE: MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE NEXT
MEETING – PLEASE SEE THE ADJUTANT

*****

** IMPORTANT **
Please provide the Post with an email address in order to continue to receive the full version of this
NEWSLETTER. Thank you in advance for helping the Post save expenses. If you are having any problems
with the website, please contact the Webmaster alpost121@gmail.com to get the issue resolved.
nd

*****

2 ANNUAL LAKE NOTTELY SPRING CRUISE
The Spring Cruise was a great success for the Post. A fun and relaxing time was had by all. If you didn’t sail
with us you missed a good one. Your next opportunity is the Autumn Leaf Cruise.

*****
POST 121 SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION
On May 21st the Post was privileged to grant two scholarships to two very worthy individuals. Both are children
of veterans residing in Union County and attended Union County High School. The Post was represented at the
UCHS Awards Ceremony by the Scholarship Committee Chairman Dick Cataldo and the Post Judge Advocate
Roy Bateman.
The awards were in the amount of $1,000 each and were presented to:
Kindle Kolb and Emily Rankin.
Kindle authored an excellent paper on the first amendment to the US Constitution as her entry in the
Scholarship Contest. She will be attending North Georgia College.
Emily authored a very compelling paper on the second amendment to the US Constitution as her entry in the
contest. She will be attending North Georgia Technical College in the fall.

Dick Cataldo and Roy Bateman

Kindle

Emily

*****
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND CEREMONY
The City of Blairsville celebrated the lives of Veterans no longer with us. Memorial Day was commemorated
on Saturday May 25th with a parade and a solemn ceremony at the City of Blairsville Veterans Memorial Park.
The Post was represented by Dan Navin and David Ferguson and families driving the vehicle pulling our entry
in the parade which was a people mover provided by Union County Parks and Recreation. Several of our
members including Commander Mike Ayers are members of the North Georgia Honor Guard which
participated in the Memorial Day Ceremony following the parade. The US Armed Services were well
represented by many Veterans and families riding on the Post 121 float. In addition the Mayor of Blairsville,
Jim Conley, was escorted by Past Commander Don Sullivan and one of our WWII members, Lt. Ray Williams,
was prominently featured in the parade. Another Post 121 member, Bob Spaulding [Post 121 Service Officer],
was the point man and organizer of the entire event – GREAT JOB BOB !!

Speaker Ray Williams WWII Vet

Tow Vehicle ready to Roll

Honor Guard

Loading up the People Mover

*****

Ray Williams

POSTING FLAGS AT UNION MEMORY GARDENS CEMETERY
On Saturday May 18 representatives of American Legion Post 121 Auxiliary, with assistance from American
Legion members, posted American Flags on the graves of all Military Veterans in the Union Memory Gardens
Cemetery for Memorial Day. We all appreciated the opportunity to Honor those Vets no longer with us.

*****

VIETNAM MEMORIAL MOVING WALL TO VISIT BLUE RIDGE
The Vietnam Moving Wall is coming to Blue Ridge, GA, on October 3-7, 2019. It will be honorably
displayed at the Kiwanis Fairground site, in downtown Blue Ridge.
Many hours of detailed logistical planning will be needed prior to the arrival of the Vietnam Moving Wall. All
Veterans and Veterans Family are invited and needed to help with this planning process.
A pre-planning meeting is scheduled to discuss the planning and organizing agenda necessary to establish
the various committees that will be needed.
Details for this important organizing & planning meeting are:
LOCATION: Fannin Veterans Conference Center (across from Veterans Memorial Park & "Huey" Display)
4584 Old Highway 76
Blue Ridge, GA 30513
DATE/TIME: Thursday, June 6, 2019, 7:00 pm
This is an historic event for our area. Please communicate this meeting information with other Veterans and
interested people.

*****
POST 121 LAKE NOTTELY CRUISE EVENT 2019
SAVE THE DATE
Make your reservations early

Please contact Patti Cousins at 404 863-1597, or stop by Sammie’s Sub Shop,
294 Highway 515 W, Blairsville GA.
POST 121 LAKE NOTTELY AUTUMN COLORS CRUISE – only $30 per person
October 25 Afternoon Cruise – Leaving from Nottely Marina – rain date October 26
Board at 12:00 Noon (1200 hrs) - Return at 3:00 PM (1500 hrs) – Water only - NO FOOD
Nottely Marine, Inc. is providing 6 boats (54 passengers).
We will cruise from the Marina to near the Dam and returning to the Marina.
Thank you Moriah, Nottely Marine Inc.

*****
ADVERTISING - We are always soliciting advertisers for this newsletter which has a substantial and
growing circulation of members and non-members. For a limited time we are offering a Baker’s Dozen – 13
months for the price of 12 months – business card size. We also accept sponsorships for various Veteran events
and activities around the community. If you know of anyone interested in advertising or event sponsorship
please contact the Editor.

*****

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Stephen Horton
Willard Kelsey
Gary Radcliff
Stephen Stratman
Winston McDonald
Philip Gatlin*

02
12
18
19
27
30

Thomas Taylor
07
Charles Satterfield
12
Martin Kelly
19
Jennifer Sherman
25
Dora Hunter
28
Marcus Tuschel
30
*Post Chaplin

George Houdeshel
Thomas Kester
Eugene Brewer
Vester Dills
William Akins

09
13
19
26
29

We hope you have a great day and wish you many more happy and healthy Birthdays!!
If any birthdays are incorrect or missing please notify the Adjutant.
MIAP MONTHLY UPDATE
(Missing in America Program)
In its ten-year history, the Missing in America Project volunteers have visited over 2,000 funeral homes,
locating over 15,000 unclaimed cremated remains of which nearly 3,500 were Veterans and eligible dependents.
Without these hard-working volunteers, the Veterans cremains would languish on shelves in funeral homes and
crematoriums for who knows how long. - Daniel J. Poirier (770-377-2377) Georgia State Coordinator-Missing
In America Project.

For more information, please contact:
Daniel Poirier, Georgia State Coordinator MIAP
770.377.2377. or email miaga30512@gmail.com
For any time changes please check the Website: MIAP.US
SAL – The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 as an organization within The American
Legion The S.A.L. is made up of boys and men of all ages whose parents; grandparents; Stepparents or Step
grandparents served in the United States military and became eligible for membership in The American Legion.
If you know someone who fits this profile and wants to join the SAL please forward and email to
alpost121@gmail.com
SERVICE OFFICER UPDATE

The Department of Defense announced annual cost of living adjustments that will benefit military retirees and
survivors during calendar year 2019. Most military retirees will receive a 2.8 percent increase to their retired
pay beginning with the pay they receive on Jan. 1, 2019. Likewise, survivors of members who died on active or
inactive duty, or survivors of military retirees who participate in the Survivor Benefit Plan, will, in most cases,
see a 2.8 percent increase to their annuities beginning in January.
Robert Spaulding, Post Service Officer – rspaulding@state.ga.us – 706-745-6341

Veteran Discount
Support the businesses that support you! Always ask the business staff if a discount is offered to
Veterans. Be sure to thank the business staff for the discount and pass the word to your fellow Veterans.
Brother’s Restaurant offers a Veteran’s Discount at time of checkout.

WHO WE ARE:
*The American Legion was founded in March 1919 in Paris, France, by U.S. World War I military personnel
stationed there who were dedicated to four pillars of service and advocacy: veterans, military personnel, youth
and patriotic values.
*The American Legion today consists of 55 “departments” in each of the 50 states as well as the District of
Columbia, France, Mexico, the Philippines and Puerto Rico. There are approximately 13,000 local posts
worldwide.
*Current national membership is about 2 million. Combined with the American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of
The American Legion, membership in what is known as the American Legion Family exceeds 3 million.
*American Legion membership is open to military personnel and veterans who have served their nation on
active duty during wartime. Eligibility has been open to all who have served on active duty since Aug. 2, 1990,
the beginning of continuous U.S. armed conflict in the Middle East and other locations around the planet.
*The Legion has been instrumental in the creation of a number of major institutions of American society,
including formation of the Department of Veterans Affairs, creation of U.S. Flag Code, passage of the
GI Bill and more.

WHAT WE DO:
American Legion posts annually:
**Donate more than 3.7 million hours of volunteer service in their communities
**Provide assistance on more than 181,000 VA benefits claims and cases
**Donate more than 80,000 pints of blood to collection centers nationwide, which makes the Legion the
nation’s single largest blood donor
**Awards more than 8,000 medals to Junior ROTC students
**Sponsors more than 2,500 Scouting units serving more than 64,000 young people
**Awards more than $4 million in college scholarships
The American Legion is marking its 100th anniversary with a 15-month celebration running from the national
convention in August 2018 through Veterans Day 2019.
PROUD TO BE A MEMBER
OF
THE LARGEST AND OLDEST VETERAN’S SERVICE ORGANIZATION

THE AMERICAN LEGION

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS
Please support those who support Veterans

4-19

10-19

Us Vets Thrift Store
2810 Hwy 64 W
Murphy NC
828-516-1554

OLD UNION GOLF COURSE
706-745-4653 - www,olduniongolf.com
78 Scores Point
Blairsville, GA 30512
At Owen Glen Subdivision
US 129, 4.4 miles North of Blairsville

THANK YOU
For your support of
AMERICAN LEGION POST 121
Blairsville, GA
Call or Email the Editor for advertising
information and Special Events Sponsorships
ALPost121@gmail.com

General Design Your Own Design

 A DAY FOR VETERANS 
·

HOST: Trackrock Campground
·

·
·

706-745-2420

SATURDAY, JUNE 1 FROM 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM

Trackrock Campground & Cabins141 Trackrock Camp Rd, Blairsville, GA 30512

Trackrock Campground & Horse Stables invites Veteran's near and far for a day of FREE:
Fishing
Hayrides
Great food and conversation
Live Music
Please R.S.V.P if possible, so we can get a head count for the B.B.Q.
There will also be discounted tent and R.V. camping and discounted horseback riding. Be sure to call ahead to
reserve your spot for camping or horseback riding. Campground 706-745-2420 Horse Stables 706-745-5252.
R.S.V.P's would be nice so we can get a head count for the B.B.Q.
Also... we have a small wager going on and winnings will go to the building of the Veteran's Mural in
Blairsville at Meeks Park
I say there will be more ARMY Veteran's - Ed Crenshaw says there will be more NAVY Veteran's ..... We will
see....

MURPHY, NC VETERAN'S DAY PARADE
AND COUNTRY FAIR
Join us in Murphy, NC on November 9th to celebrate
our Tri-State Veterans!

All Veterans and Veteran’s Service Organizations in the Tri-State area are invited
to participate in the parade and fair.
Parade starts at 11 am at the L and N Depot in Murphy and goes to Konehete
Park, about 7/10ths of a mile.
The fair is a fundraiser for all organizations and all proceeds will be used for
veteran based initiatives.
The fair will go from 12 to 6 with music by 4 great bands!
American Rock Club
Cosmic Sherpas
Tunnel Rats
Michael Hullett

1200 HRS
1345 HRS
1430 HRS
1615 HRS

We are looking for the OLDEST VETERANS in the Tri State areas to be our
Grand Marshals. Please let us know if you have a nomination!
Visit www.murphyvetdayparadeandfair.org to register for the parade or to be a vendor or
sponsor!

